
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “With Jesus” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “Temptation” is number 20 in the series.  You will find the order of worship for 
today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
11:00 a.m.  Contemporary Worship
12:00 p.m.  Aldersgate 101
  5:00 p.m.  Youth Ministry
 7:30 p.m.  The Oaks College Ministry

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson 
Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Tuesday:
 6:00 p.m.   Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
  7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir
           

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

 All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below.           

Children’s Ministry:  New Associate Children’s Director
   I am beyond excited to announce that Amber 
Redman will be our new Associate Director of 
Children’s Ministry. Amber and her husband,Chris, 
have three children, Montana, Takoda and Clara, and 
have been a part of our community for three years 
since moving to Abilene.   
   Amber also grew up as a pastor’s kid, so she “gets” 
church and loves the church and the people in it. 
   She brings a wealth of experience working with 
children as both a public school teacher and counselor.  
  Amber will be in charge specifically of our preschool 
ministry, and I am so excited about the experience, 
ideas and passion she brings to this ministry.

Please take the time to introduce yourself to her if you don’t know her, and welcome her to our staff! 
 — Alayna Brooks



College Ministry:  A Semester toward Wholeness

Youth Ministry: New Year News!

     Welcome back to Abilene, students! I hope you all have had a restful 
holiday break and feel good about starting up a new semester.  
I find the concept of a “semester” to be pretty incredible. Because 
really, the semester is more than a new academic season. Within the 
bookends called semesters, each of us finds new stories of friendship, 
responsibility, commitment, growth and development, joy, creativity 
and even hardship and suffering. And each of us looks upon the 
semester with joy and anticipation or dread and fear — or likely, even 
all of these emotions at once. And I find the spring semester to be special because it begins on the heels 
of the New Year. I want to provoke you into some reflection. What steps do you want to take to grow into 
wholeness? We all are planning out our year, beginning with this semester, and then moving into plans for 
the summer and even next fall. Maybe your plans relate to personal development, physical conditioning, or 
managing your diet, time or stress. All of these things are really important and contribute to your personal 
wholeness. But I believe that your wholeness cannot be separated from your holiness. 
     The two are dependent upon and encompass each other. So how do you see your goals affecting your 
faith? Have you made specific faith-related goals for 2015 or for this spring semester? 
     As United Methodists, we believe that holiness isn’t just a personal matter. Yes, the relationship between 
you and God is very important. But we believe our personal holiness cannot be separated from our social 
holiness. We cannot grow substantially in our faith without other people. So who are you going to take 
your steps into wholeness with during 2015, beginning with this spring semester? Who will you turn to for 
inspiration, encouragement, a listening ear, prayer, celebration, and support this year?
    This semester, our college ministry will seek to take steps into wholeness together,  and you are welcome 
to join us. — Kyle Watson

   Today, January 11th, there will be a parent meeting in the youth room 
at 4:30 p.m. for all parents of youth who are interested in knowing what’s 
going on this next season and to get on the inside track for opportunities 
to serve. The meeting will be followed by Sunday Night Youth from
 5-7:30 p.m. If you are interested in getting plugged in or getting your child 
plugged in to what’s going on, this is the meeting to attend!
     Also, if you are interested in signing your child and/or yourself up for our 
annual SPRING BREAK SKI TRIP (March 9-13), the deadline is TODAY!! 

   Please go to www.skidaddy.com/aldersgateabilene to register. The cost is approximately $300, depending 
upon age and equipment add-ons. A deposit of $150 also is due TODAY. This is an absolutely unbelievable 
price, as the AHS band is going on the same trip the week before us for more than double that price! 
   If you are unable to register/pay today or need more information, feel free to contact me via text or call me 
at 370-5223 or email at youth@aldersgateablene.org.  The amazing group of young volunteers, interns and 
I are tremendously excited about the coming season for the Aldersgate Youth Ministry and would love for 
you to be a part of the deep relational and spiritual opportunities that God has in store for Aldersgate youth 
in 2015! — Daniel Mathis



ALIVE With Jesus: Temptation
Luke 4: 1-13

Sermon Notes
   Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

The Marshmallow Test: Temptation and Willpower

Into the Wilderness: Solitude and Silence

The Temptation of Jesus

1.

2.

3.

The Roots of All Temptation

1.

2.

3.

Solitude and Silence: Seconding the Motion



Mission Update: A Sweet Christmas

Thank you to the Congregation and the SPRC

     The staff members of Aldersgate wish to thank each and every for the generosity shown  to all of 

the staff members.  We are humbled and grateful for your support and belief in us. God Bless!  We 

appreciate you. Grace and Peace!
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small thing, and it may be, but it is an outward action that points to the Spirit’s big work within us. I 
rejoiced when I received a note saying that the officers at one firehouse promised to share their gifts with 
every shift. I celebrated when I heard that one of you who went out of town decided to make giving gifts 
to people who work on Christmas Eve an annual tradition with your family. I gave thanks when I read 
the letter to the editor from Garry Houston, expressing gratitude to those of you who gave gifts to the 
workers at the water and water waste plants in Abilene. How beautiful! Thank you for your willingness to 
participate in this mysterious exchange of grace. — Amy Wilson Feltz

  As Jason and I exited the airplane that had taken 
us from Abilene to Dallas on Christmas Day, our 
flight attendant looked at me in confusion. I had 
just said to her, “Merry Christmas! Thank you for 
working today. This is for you,” as I extended a 
container of homemade fudge. 
  When she realized that our gift was a sincere 
offering of gratitude, she accepted the fudge with 
a squeal of delight. Aldersgate’s care of the people 
who work on Christmas Eve may seem like a 



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner
Alice Shaw

Presence                      (1.4.2015)

Budget for 2015 =$808,647.00
Received This Week =$16,321.02 
Received Month-to-Date = #16,321.02
Received Year-to-Date = $16,321.02
2014 Faith Promise Pledge=$70,859.00
2014 Faith Promise Contributions =$143,747.58 

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service=165 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service=136

Total Worship Service Attendance=301                                                  
 Sunday school=147

The Oaks =Did Not Meet

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. Willis, 
on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more 
information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval
Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi



    Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

            Faith Promise                                                                                                            

                    SermonPassages    
Sunday:                 Luke 4: 1-13
Monday:               Deuteronomy 8: 1-10 
Tuesday:               Deuteronomy 6: 1-15  
Wednesday:         Deuteronomy 6: 6-25     
Thursday               Isaiah 61: 1-4                                  
Friday:                   Luke 4: 14-30 
Saturday:               Luke 5: 1-11
      Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:      2 Samuel 7; 
     1 Chronicles 17
Monday:    Psalm 25; 29; 33; 36: 39
Tuesday: 2 Samuel 8-9; 1 Chronicles 18
Wednesday:  Psalm 50; 53; 60; 75
Thursday:      2 Samuel 10;
                         1 Chronicles 19; Psalm 20
Friday:            Psalm 65-67; 69-70 
Saturday:        2 Samuel 11-12; 
                         1 Chronicles 20
 How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth!                                      
  Psalm 119: 103
                                            

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue in our ALIVE 
sermon series.  

Celebrationof Discipline, 
The Path To Spiritual 
Growth, by Richard J. 
Foster is the next book 
that we are inviting you 
to read as we begin the 
new year.  If you would 
like a copy, please call 
the church office at 672-7893, or 
indicate on the welcome card and we 
will order a copy for you. The price is 
$15.00. Grace and Peace!
 — Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

   Pastor Amy

mornings and warm evenings and the laughter of the children during 
the Vacation Bible School at Window Rock UMC.  I had a sense of being 
part of God’s reconciling and redeeming work in the world, for sure, but 
I did not understand that I also was part of a tradition at Aldersgate that 
included decades of faithful work to share God’s love all over the world. 
Years later, when I began attending Aldersgate while I was serving as the 
Director of Spiritual Wellness at the Presbyterian Medical Care Mission 
here in Abilene, I was introduced to the Mission Task Force. 
 
 For more than 40 years, the congregation at Aldersgate has been 
designating money to support missional endeavors, such as the mission 
trip that I took to Window Rock. The Mission Task Force allocates money 
to these efforts, which today include several international and domestic 
short-term mission trips, service in our mission field (Bowie Elementary, 
McMurry University and other colleges in Abilene, the Open Door 
Community Garden and our neighborhood, and Aldersgate Academy), 
and much more. You hear the staff talk about these opportunities on a 
regular basis, and many of you have participated in several of them. Thank 
you! 
 
You may not know that they are funded by what we call “Faith Promise” 
gifts. That’s why every year at this time, each one of us is invited to ask the 
question, prayerfully, “What amount of money do we trust God to provide 
for us over and above the tithe that we pledged in October?”
  
  Jason and I ask this question, every year, and every year, our faith in God 
grows as we see that not only is the money provided, but that it is used to 
share God’s love in real and tangible ways. 
  
  As a person who went on an Aldersgate mission trip as a young adult, as 
your associate pastor who coordinates service in our mission field, and as a 
member of the Mission Task Force, I can say without a doubt that God will 
be at work with your Faith Promise gifts, transforming us, our community 
and the world. 

   I remember the day I first set foot in Aldersgate 
United Methodist Church. I had been invited 
to join a team from Aldersgate on a short-term 
mission trip to Window Rock, Arizona. 
   
 I spent the week of the trip enjoying the cool 


